JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
felt by the working population, the securing of more land will
become truly a national, rather than merely a class cause, and a
movement of expansion will receive full popular support.
The facts being what they are, the direction which such a
movement will take is already fixed. In saying this I do not
mean to impute any definite plans to the Japanese, but the logic
of circumstances points to their expansion in a certain direction.
North America may be considered closed to Japanese immigra-
tion ; South America, particularly Brazil, admits them, but
it is not certain that it will admit more than a very limited
number, not enough to relieve effectively the situation in Japan ;
Asia offers no foothold, save in Siberia, which is too cold.
(Japanese translator's note : Professor Thompson means that
Manchuria and Mongolia are unsuitable for Japanese immi-
gration on account of the cold and of Chinese labour.) The
natural direction of expansion for the Japanese is to the south
and east. They would probably prefer the temperate regions
of Australia and New Zealand, which are much like Japan ;
but without doubt, if tropical lands were available, they would
much prefer them without war to the chances of gaining tem-
perate lands through war. If no grants of territory are made to
the Japanese, however, and they are compelled to resort to
war for new lands, they are less likely to take chances on the
climate when they do strike. They will be more disposed to go
directly to those climates where they know they can succeed
and where labour competition will be easy. (Pp. 114-117.)
After remarking that if Australia and New Zealand
were attacked by Japan, the British Fleet could not arrive
in time to relieve them and that assistance from the United
States is doubtful, the Professor continues :
In view of the fact that Australia would have to face a
Japanese attack alone and unaided, it would seem that she
would be extremely eager to search out some plan by which the
really urgent needs of Japan could be met. For, if by giving
Japan some of the unused lands in this area Australia could
avert the possibility of attack by Japan, it would seem the part
of common sense for Australia to help Japan secure these lands.
Certainly, if Japan is compelled to fight to secure new lands and
additional resources, it will do like other nations and seize all
the territory it possibly can ; whereas if it is allowed to expand
without hindrance, it will, no doubt, be quite willing to get
along with much less than it really thinks it needs. Thus it appears
to us that it would be good politics on the part of Australia to
work for an enlarged Japan. The Australians, however, do not